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than a well-chosen action with a bad motive. The motive
reacts on character and gives rise to a long series of effects,
for the future actions guided by that character will all be
influenced by its nature ; whereas an action bringing on its
doer physical happiness or unhappiness, according to its
result on others, has in it no generating force, but is
exhausted in its results.
Q. But how is it that some persons with good motives
yearning to help others find their way blocked either from
want of Rower, defective capacity or lack of opportunity ?
Ans. Opportunities for service taken in one life result
in enlarged opportunities of service in another, while
wasted opportunities result in limitations in the body or
unfortunate surroundings, and are thus transformed into
frustrated longings. The etheric brain may be built defec-
tively, and the ego though full of plans may lack executive
ability. Such a man can advise others to their advantage,
but is himself unsuccessful when following his own advice.
The karma of a good life is not the acquisition of
wealth, or even of high intellectual endowments, but wider
opportunities for service, either in the line followed in the
past or in new lines opening up before the ego, to make him
.a better instrument, in the hands of the Higher Powers, for
the helping of the world. Any person who is using all the
powers he has for the service of others and without thought
of self is very likely to receive new powers. It is the old
parable of the talents over again. Those who made good
use of their talents were given charge of far greater work.
It was said to each of them : (< Thou hast been faithful over
a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things;
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." The joy of the Lord
—the joy of the Logos—is in His work. For tc God has a
plan, and that plan is evolution T?; He has chosen to throw

